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LETTER to LORD CASTLEREAGH, 
On the Bill which he has. brought into the House of Gom- 


mone to to annihilate the Liberty of the Press. 
Para 

You have brougtit| into the House one of the strangest, 
most wacdnstitutional bilisthat has ever beén read there. 
You ave openly and wantonly attacked’ the’ liberties” of 
yout eowatry’; you have’ dared to propose transportation 
wthépunishment of what you; and two or three despots, 
ite pleted tovcall Libels, and you" seem to’ hope that you 
will be'alléwed to do’ so with impunity! Heaven grant 
that yousmay be disappointed. If your bill pass, T’do not 
hesitate tosay, that this kingdom, once the proudest mont? 
ment. Of liberty, will be changed into a dreary dungeon of 





| despotism! You attempt to teat up by the root, the fairest, 






imi 


most beautifal plant that the hand of Liberty ever fostered! 
~yow attempt to poison thé purest fountain which ‘God 
and Nature havé opened to the human race—and you do alt 
this wader pretence of securing the freedoin: of the” Eng! 
lish Nation!) Imasortal God ! ‘what mask will not a hypo- 
crite wearh’ “Ifthe presebt ® state of things continue,” 
you say,  it.will be inipidssible for the country long ‘to 
resist the mass of crime and séiuctive reasoning issued from 
ai |My Lord! you mistake’ the matter—the sen- 

tence ought to ran thus:—“<if the present distresses of the 
county be not iv some. measure alleviated) ifthe grievances 
of which the nation Coniplains so"loudly, be not speedily 
— if Britons; while sinking under the pep of 
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taxation, be pot allowed: to say thatthe burden jig areater 
than, they @reable to: bear, it willy be ‘imporsibte: top 4}. 
People Jong to. resist the evidence: so forcib|y> ‘conveyed to 
the heart by every sense-and every feeling of “mate! og yy 
you tell us that youronly mean toapply your ‘sage ober. 
vations to reasonable aud blasphemous publications—a mo 
excellent doctrine, indeed, my Lord. What.a dlessing to tie 
couutry, that so pious and honest w man has ‘slipped into the 
ministry! but will you allow me: to comment,’ aid ‘pan. 
phrase a little on this lovely text of yours; which means, 
if you will candidly coufess the truth, that you-otily intend 
to apply your observations to those pamphlets, in which 
your, conduct and the. conduct of your fellow-labourers in 
_ your Lord’s vineyard, has been discussed with a freedom and 
familiarity that bas stung your. conscience (if ‘you: have 
one), and offended your aristocratical pride (of: which you 
have certainly a,good. share). . My ‘gracious, and» most 
learned, Lord; I hope this does not look tike a: libelif it 
does, what. au excellent opportunity of revenge it’ mill 
atford.your Lordship. Cy Fade 

. But tothe point—Your colleague, Lord Sidmouth, has 
acknowledged, (for who. can deny it?) that ‘much denger 
exists,;; you, and all the rest of the ministry, know it tobe 
true; and yet you goon proposing violent measures, and 
britiging bills.into the Huuse which are a libel upon hitman 
nature. What, in the name of heaven, ‘has inspired you with 
this desperate frenzy 2?) What demon has impelled you to 
throw down.the gauntlet, and bid defiance tothe good 
sense of the Englisli People? Your: impudence in reading 
such @ Billin.an Euylish House of Commons, calls: to’ my 
memory theeffrontery of Catiline, wiio dared’ to appear in 
the Roman Senate House after his nefarious design hud been 
in partdiscovered. And; my. Lord, I would remind «fou 
- of the, fate-of Catiline, and of the convulsions which tis 
death gave birth:to. The: fiue statue of Liberty, hoe 
likeness is engraven on every Briton’s heart, which out ¥ 
nerable ancestors imagined they were consecrating "to eter 
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sity, which has beensddorned) andr'admired *by the great 
andthe eine of every age, around whose-base® patriotsand 
herpes awe allied, oand> fought ahd bled; which! dations 
have envied, and despots ep posed insvain=si¥ ndweppesed 
to youn yi Lord 5) and yous are ‘determined’ to overthiow 
it! Butbefore youcattempt to push: thisonightyostitue 
from, ita base, 1 Would have you pause] wouldshiave*fou 
survepisit, darefully--observe on which side it lenns—fest, 
inthe hurry of your ‘intemperate: zeal, you give it a Wrong 
impulse aud pulldown the mighty «mass aa thunder about 
your,own heads, and ibury yourself amloallethat ‘assist you 
invirrevoeable ruin. 220%? (OF anGrinvisecdo WoW: ¥iges dO: 
> Ziiej my Lord; is mot what; may happen ; it muet ind 
vilbhappen, if-youepersist imsrobbing es of oar rights? and 
ipis,the wndoubted right of every Englishman | td: express 
bigseotiments freely; when:those sentiments are “cotfform- 
ableite: the. eternal order of thingsgothat iey.whew théy ‘are 
not /opposed. to justices:aud equity. © You "perhafieoare 
offended.at the: freedom» with which: deprecate the Woes 
of despotism, with which I pry into the couduct oP minis- 
tera, aud’, censure thateconduct whence Dethinkoit vwrong. 
But, my Lord, this is preciselyswhat Lough toodog tts is 
nyiduty, this-is what-the nation expectd of mey and this is 
what, L-will.do, till deanpotisinibe destroyed, or till*théheart 
that now, beats highsin ties cause of Freedom;  stivl'Géase 
ite thtobbings on the scaffolds =() 00 ari ni isa ys. See 
/But,any- Lord, Lanny ne incendiary 371s would: excite: no 
oeto,acts of violence; Lwrite: no. blasphemy 4 -I“publish 
no sedition -+alb I, want is trathy and liberty, ‘and pastice ; 
and) who..does snot:see. that: we! now. standin need ‘of the 
pramulgation.of; trath > of the re-establishment of hibetty ; 
of the partial administration-of jastice? every bddy'sees 
it, MY daord) and stesiitowitheregret. But/perhaps you'will 
tell me, that-some; people stand: sochigh, they’ are‘out of 
the regehi,of justice:and theilawsi Aomelancholyscotsider- 
atin, dey Lords, byt: itimiay: perhaps be: trae. *°On* this 
Subject. Limit venture to ask your ordship’a-few questions. 
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Should a citizen of a free- state, byiplonting, and Schering 
and crueltyy contrive to vender himself absolute, so periegily 
absolute, that) iis cfeliow citizens bebeld him. with Letig;, 
and werevuriablecto put their laws in: force, against dim, 
whatare thercitizens to do? are. they: to.sit tamely by, and 
see him rob them of their rights,, insult: them. in their, mise. 
vies, awd! triumph Jover: their wretchedness and despair? - 
ave they to take.arms: to vindicate their clajms to buma, 
nity, to protect their wives from insult, avd their childgey 
from slavery ?: would the laws of nature authorize them to 
meet him in the field? or, if their forces were. too small, 
to dispatch him inthe best manner they were able > ‘These, 
my Lord; are great and important questions, and. perfectly 
worthy your most serious consideration. *.* *# * i 
Mri Pierney,:a wan whom your Lordship cannot pre; 
tend to despise, has already announced to the nation that 
the grounds for the proposed measures were the Papers pre- 
sented toithe House by your Lordship, and that .a more 
garbled, mutilated account ef the transactions which they 
professed to:detail, had never been submitted to the House, 
‘* Your kordship: has asserted,” says Mr, Tierney,,,“‘ that 
the main body! of the nation is sound .and loyal; and also 
that\the nation is flourishing internally, and that the oply 
exception to the countries which supported our. commerce 
is America.” Certainly, if these representations are to, be 
believed'in: opposition to the evidences ef. our oynsenses, 
the country ought to bein: a very happy. condition ;, but as 
if the: People were become blind .and perverse, it, turns ov 
that not Dnly,10;000 soldiers are to be placed over,.them, but 
that those soldiers:are to be backed by statutes. hitherto, un 
know; and.after all this, they are to-be assured that they 
condition is:fortunateand their finances flourishing: . 
Tnwnswersto> ‘all sthis, what did; your Lordship replyé 
Nothing you coijfessed’ that there, was.,much,, distress: 
the country; bubyou thought it was very-much exaggerate 
A very poor answer to the slashing attack of your opponent 
Something better might -fairly have -been yexpected. from 

















peeemBern 10, 1819. 4% 


gach anf ¢ (pert quibbleras you—bat such is the fate of 
gaa2'all his vanity-and*all his) impwdence sometimes for- 
sik bint! when he stands most in neéd of:them.. . 
opanaxt! wow ettreat your Lordship’s attention while I 
iy alfew words’ on your attenipt ‘ta put down all: public 
mectirigs: ° Whiat ‘meetings do yeu thiok will ever take 
éé, if they ate to’ be undcr the restrictions mentioned in 
(HeeBih? Who will ever wish toussemble if they, must 
feverheaf any other orator than the» parish priest? . Who 
wilpeenttire to stand ina crowd where nothing but spies 
ded Taformets are tobe seen, lurking abcut/to report every 
word ‘he may* utter; while the reporters for the public 
journalsiare necessarily excluded; as no man dare remain in 
ameeting more than’a quarterof an hour, when it. is out of 
fisowd parish, wnless he hasan inclination to seé Botany 
Bay 2 ReS@l os ys os 
*Thisis'a straixge doctrine to preach to: Englishmen, my 
Lord, and a doctrine that they cannot hear without ‘horror 
did detestation: ‘Who would believe, that in the nineteenth 
centtiry) in @nera, when even the Pecple begin to think 
philosophically, sentinients so* ‘full of tyranny and despo- 
tisth stiéuld be broached in an’ English House of Com- 
ihdits ?°Yet this\is* the fact,-and the nation seems terrified 
at 'youraudacity.  But'do not presume too much upon the 
passive character‘of*the: People: thereareé insults and out- 
miges*which ‘they will not suffer tamely ; and you'do not 
know’ but that ‘this’prohibition to meet in a public: manner 
may be'anioug the number. If one may credit history, the 
Tight of assembling publicly is one of the” first: principles 
Of the British ‘Constitution; and’ if you will: believe me, 
iny ‘Lord, to take away! that right is to destroy the Constitu- 
lion altogether.” And when you have destroyed theConsti- 
tution, what-do you niean to give’ the People inthe stead of 
it? <A’ thilitary despotisny? or a Republic? ora monstrous 
mixture-arid compound “of every species of Government ? 
Tes possible you ‘are’ not’ yet determined on that head ; 
so°that perhiaps it would be impolite to ask you any more 
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questions about it. re siilitery sania would perhaps 
be the government after your own heart; but then the 
People, who may take it into their heads that they will be 
consulted onrtheresaffail, wiaynét wimire’ that species of 
misrule—and as to a Republic, it is very probable that you 
detest the name; since I am. told that evea the very Aitle of 
this publication has alarmed some of the newly initiated, 
Pkiow it has’ not alrtmed you—that would be impossible ; 
“veterans ‘are, é seldom, frightened al squibs. However, ‘though 
its title may have an alarming signification in°the €stita- 
tidn Sf a corrupt and vitiated administration, it would be 
perfectly’ harmless in the opinion of a government that 
“respected the, Res Pun.ica which. it is said to signify. 
ook tas beenimy. fate:to. perise: within. these last few. days 
‘such w mass of detestable nonsense, wherein this paper and 
its, fdriner. editor tiave béen abused. in such an ignorant 
‘spitefal, mapnez,, that it-almost disgusted me. with politics, 
‘since suctya mob-of ridiculous scribblers presume to meddle 
‘with it,” Sone ‘of them are perbaps,. men., of | fortune; 
‘apd such are sure.to, fall upon poor scribblers.without merey, 
tellathem they write ura garret, &c, not considering that 
tear has sometimes been written.in.a, garret, and:the 
most -'despi cable nonsense: ip. .fiue chambers of stite. But 
the-reaksecret is, they find those poor gatreteers, whom they 
whuse fsuch an unchristian manner, to be in. the right,.aud 
they « cannot bear the reflection,that.poor men-shou lit think 
more, correctly than themselves, (::1 doo not tell your’ ‘Lord: 
shipethis, because, I in the Jeast suspect. you of patronizing 
Such ignorant, gcribblers, but because; AL would: advise you 
ta.disclaim: them when |they<insinvate:such ‘an fifanibus 
falsehood, and. to: ptinish them for tibeHers: if, they dare. to 
persiets» V'eould’ wiite, agreat deal more, but [fear ikuiave 
already, .thespassed: (00 much ous your: Lertiship’s patience 
tn gd nla therefore: Conc luile by. wishing, you 
a ay eae oat or ‘aiugthiee’ mneet the reward 3 you sichly deserve. 
coitestion Tiremain,, svi) ith. ¢he-most.prdfound:respect, we qu 
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ink  Taaveenclosed the sum of £1, ks,.an, behall, of Mr. 
Carlile; and should you think the few observations accompanying 
ity Worthy “of? insertion you ure at liberty do what -you think proper 
. same. ; es ee _ be id dial 
“ag you would that mien should do unto you, do you alse: unto 
tlitin, ts the only religion of the Deists; and indeed ff ucted upoo 
by all? mankind, ‘there would be ho necessity for the milfions who 
‘esnpported to deceive the weak, ‘and mislead the saperstitions. 
nt and poverty could uo longer have existence, but universal 
hajipiness ‘and contentment would be diffused amongst every spe- 
dies OP the création: Charity instead of persecution—Love instead 
of hatred «tid revenge—in short the fierce torrents of vice and immo- 
rality, we should then see converted juto bright und Incid)-streams 
of Virtieand benevolence. It is vecessary to shew their attachment 
that Wén'should ‘act agreeable to their professions, and this cannot 
he done better thaw by relieving the necessities of the distressed. 
ln breaking the iron arm.of persecution, by yieldimg consolation 
to the Oppressed, and endeavouring by every exertion to dispe! the 
gloomy ail despondeucy that invariably hang around the unhappy 
inodates sot fein ‘Pwould-ask Deists, the great professors of 
tins wifes rule of-life, if they will let pass unnoticed an epportu- 
y.of shewing taeit-distinguished adherence to, its principle, by 
ring-ab individual the organ of their opinions—one who has 
sahjected himself to be cast, weighed down by manacles, amidst 
he horrors of a loathsome jail > or will they not rather shew their 
devoted zeal in mai Reining: it by coming forward in a periodjof dis- 
may, aid helping the-fathe children and widow, whose means of 
existence has been cat off by the arms of power and oppression ? The 
should xecolleet theeyes of all:maukind-are cast upou their ciieed- 
Wu eae awaiting thejestablighnent.of their clains, as the sup- 
tof sosublimea maxim, which has beep, raised. as the guide and 
siudard fortheir directions.’ Can it be forgotten wheu the recent per- 
Ene the Protestants! by the/Catholicsin France occurred, that 
_ uevalence of the Christian: character, was, shew aby. their 
letting ‘pecuujary aid to their unfortunate brethrea, akens by 
bath, amd! wnade: enemies ‘af éach other by the unjust systems of 
' Corrupt admmistrator sian can: they;' possessing the recollection 
« ese occurences, withhaldtheir, assistance froinu belng who hes 
most tisbly and disinterestedly publiehed what he considered trath, 
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But why appeal to-Deists,alorte ? where. are the devoted followers 
of Jesus——where-exist thé pillars of piety and religion, the believers 
in Christ ? Doothey, forget it was. the rule.of their great master 4 
love his enemies, todo géod to-them ‘that hated him, and. to lend 
assistance to his adversaries, with a hope of being rewarded by the 
justice of his God ? © Are ull these practices of Jesus lost, and has 
Christianity degenerated into nothing: but a name, If these things 
are thought geéd, und. vet acted upon by believers ; then-m; 
those who deoyits Aruth, justly, exclawn in the language of the 
founder of the Christiut religion, .‘‘ Woe unto you hypocrites, 
pay tithes of: mit, enisey and cummin, and. have. omitted the 
weightier- matters» of the law, judgment, mercy, and: faith.” 

Let it be recollected, it.is in a country professing Christianity 
that Jong imprisonment,,and beavy fines have been imposed on one 
who diflers fromthe established religion of the land, and as po hope 
can be entertained, thatthe. period. of , imprisonment, will be 
shortened, so nothing ¢lse can wipe the stain of. so. unjust 8 pro- 
ceeding butcby Christians, .as well.as Deists, contributing: to the 
payment of the fing, therefore I. would advise Deists for, the sake 
of their character, and, Christians for the meintenance of their re- 
ligion, to contribute each. their mite for the, abatement of the 
misery of a felluw-creature. 

93a ly Rosent Sramr. 

Goldsmith Street. : 
OIE 2H Divi 


=o 


. " 
: " ‘ . 
> 
- . a a> 
" ; ' _ 











REFLECTIONS ON LAWFUL THEOLOGY, 


Writien after hearing a nf ha piipit Orator, with Christin 
liberality, dispensing his © Anathemas Maranathas.” 


: 


Wit confideste whieh ‘part ore inspires, 
The zealot. ts the throne of the tor, 


And deals ddtitiation jaa fiitaré’staté; °°: 
To all who doubts ‘Ais Goginas while'‘on earth ! 
Good, better, best, let‘oxthe pap yew 
But vehemént-déclimation nothing proves : 
Opinions eiifihot mukt and nomake facts, 








Even Bible propf can’t fix this earth ow pillars, 

Far fees’ prové'contiadittions'tobe true 

The mora tidy be'giod, that man's last breath: 
the pResence of his God; = °° 


on etnni ) , 
To wi ‘ ; hat hisliving notions were Tie 
But if it be a doctrine'whicl implies 
‘The ABSENCE of the"Deity ‘on earthy \* 











“igi oriets requires-@ mutual pledge. 


As Sol eclipses Luna. at -nogu-day,. : 
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dy an ommisdietit, omnipresent Godly: o> « RS 
Can they dwétt's BEARER in atiother planet, | ot saute 


~Howeveridistant from durnative globe ? ©) 0) eto s9ite: 


What’ proofcan' be adduced for the opifion,) 2) (11) 611 
That when tien cease’ to live; and move, and bey § yc o0: 


Their something —vothing, n nobody kriows whatyo> ow 4- 
With newsbor institict, or thugrietic charm, ©.) ish 
Through boundless ether wing their track tess wety r 


Quick : as thé’twitkling of the’smartest eyes “it 


“Fo the celéstia? miarisions of the blessed) loos od oft 
‘Where dwells the presence of the: Oninipresent,° Lc! 
Fn light so pare, and atniosphere’ trahisparentt; ste crotteb « 


That minus eyes, the invisible 18 seén'!: rede a 


, ‘The saved to roam on’ their parole of honout) 22. bane 
» The damned, sent thenée, to"durance vilein hhayby, at 
© To wait, the assizé of ah asseinbléd world? O tye 


But it were well, if lawyers left the priests oo 6 > 15 


* “To punish Sceptic Hhellers of ghosts; 
bE tet penance in a ghostly states" 7) 8) 9!» 10 wise 


Carlile’s judge and jurors but considered 
That he from priests dissented not one point . 


More than they did from him, they would have suraed | 


The more than human task, the impious farce 
Of propping truth divine hy human law! 
an is not competent to punish mind, 
Tis God's prerogative alone to judge” 
The motives which govern a man’s opimons: 


liberty. from each, for general good ¢ 
But overt action ‘only own its rules, 
Opinion scouts all human tegislation. 


The most unheedful of the passing scenés,: .. . . = 7 
Must have observed, amid the war of creeds, . elnss of h 
The Spain-like arguments of English saints: 4 
As if the livings of.tithe-lifting Beats thy. We oF 
The secular rewarhd of legal fa hoo, 
And Bible. Quixates, vending bales of Bibles, og. cog 


Were not a mateh,.for,one poor, plain, Berean, eaclaiaW 
Who, in obedience to the Christian code, T navit 
Searched for himself, that, he, migt meh ht all things ne PONE at 
And hold fast-only thet which he found good; ry 
That such an one should be esteemed a une Ne W 
Whese beams of -reason, would areee the, Til, a 


Implies a foul suspicion of that beok,. - 





ts. 


Mewqnay atleast her tefty cach for bimidetf, cn. ~ 30 
Té form his own Opinions, and iisieniibtalnsiens iereinnat SL, 1 
‘dfmen vow lite, and move; and lave their’ tel f°) ane 
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ersten eae se 
ta ° AP ya sspoibient of] 
Shrank, olf cone emned, muegnal to, she task. Uy i) ef 
i f i » brate-argument of force ! 
Po ay ces x eir Maker must ke im thesy, debts . evinne® “ 
For this their pious aid in time of heed! : 
Their friend, the Desil,.must.bealeo grateful 
For Devil's duty done to Dick Carlile! 
Admitting that the Age of Reason’s noncense, 
And the whole Bible’a consistent hook’ » 
Of well-attested, heaven-born truths sublime, 
Since faith and doubt depend on no man’s wilh ad of 
Bates Hidajechce to Him appears, — ar 
sno merit, unbelief_po crime, 
Did Deity shew range to the few * 
style tl mesel yes tis favourites on, eart! 
ver te exeinpted émpted from the its, of Jife, 
ne , Crosses, whieh perplex, the mind, 
wt The thousand jug, and sicknesses, and death, 
: es "Wiiich evel athe —were saints from these exempt, 
191 ‘None would be'doubters, all would be believerts, : 
' e salistitution-system would prev Bilal: -x'scdada halle 
2 oWithout the aid of poverty’s last penny, 
DOM Fin ‘the grim tyrant death, with all his train, 
189°OF life- harassing, peace-destroying ills, ; 
Wont aliish like the mist before the sun, 
 SBut facts are stubbora, witnesses. of facts, ater) 
°° The faithful and the faithless shaye abke— .. , » 
Bach stands alike i in his own, roam apd send | 
 Bacli' for himself enjoys, and. lives, and . Rum » hhc, 7946 
<> Oa mii by proxy eat, or drivk, or ‘, oaks A» vesiyes LA 
. @an* man by wif sufier or enje 
>) Where lives an 
7 BE ie ph the v rs ie healthful, viature’s pac saat 
phy. 


MAY AMUBC 
‘ iSinae erie ‘phi aa pace with kuowledge: , 
| Batt miist ‘be fact ey al canhotchauge. « devs 
Out Present sate, nor influence our futute.--= sia 
~ Place-bunt ‘ounsellors git rapt.and sare, | 
fd’ see ct Hi PICs to gnil 4 he crowd, $Y 


ou aoe 
oa ¥ enue state; - to apne 
7 eh ao favo nk Pratt ge pms ° 


mit fate’ Measured by the golden rule: 








ial igenous to the. soil Beebe 
ty, ‘priesta, PigSs and Ate RES. thrixe; s » 9 
Hai water, chil Lah things, .., i ) 
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Thesun requires uo attoryey’s rude blast 
To blow out gas-lights Ject"hé Be*outstione? 
True lovers of the Simiist Tament’! * Sees 
The insidiou# ‘ to* rove it false, - 580% 1 ja tans 
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As if pure PUIG Should dread the chemists test" 1°" w 
5 ‘O.Jasaliyia-siut sa Teohas’ S¥s a 
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TO MR, RICHARD CARLIE... on) Suh 
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li Sth poe ot oa bash ddyob bas dist 0088 
“Is peimisqdé hominis est propria veri inguisiio atque ty iyatio | 
, , 2 TET tg ~f Cr i pee, 
aaa ad : viol iG 
Sir, divas 0 29 sail sail ines gilt glyie of V7 
My pecuniary means will net admit of contrbpting 
y towards the ‘restitution of that property, which .1.-on- 
fidentially, howeyer,. trusts, PaBie, justice, as an atonement for 
your undererve¢ Boys , will eventually restore to youyyten- 
fold! When l'itform’ you, that, like yourself, Lam, a. conseien- 
tious Deist, yd Will justly calculate upon that characteristietove 
of truth, liberality of sentilnent, sincerity, . and. henevolence, 
through which the professors Of pure Deism stand contrasted 
with he pride, selfisfiness, raticour, and intolerance of the> great 
majority of those who denomiliate themselves ** Christians,” 

My ‘reverential respect for Trial by Jury, the only remmin- 
ing pillar of the boasted fitertiéy of the British Nation, . prechpdes 
me from any further comment on the verdicts Jately provoweced 
against you, than’ what‘is Conveyed im my most. sincere Be: ardent 
prayer, that the proverbial *chicunery, and loose morals afi ex- - 
pectant crown luwyers, ‘may, for the last time, ,haxe..o fat 
triumphed over justice and reason! | Never agaip, muy, twelve 

He toanid’ “tb countenance a. proposition :so, revolt- 

* @aigerohs,’ ahd ‘absurd, as . the _ confouprting, 
Christian doctrines, witly those immutable , aid . incontrovertible 

jitstive; which ‘cin’ aloe be recognized, .throngh 
consent, us*the folilidution Of conimon, or natural; in 
contradistinction torwtdftel 9 8 PP eg 

Good heavens! what a'‘piecinas-code of laws, the ; ubjicists of 
Europe would have digested ‘for mankind, if they had; grdied 
Ethics in the endless contradictions aud absurdities .of Trinitarian 
andother Christian, ‘ereeds ? ‘aut if iMastration.of belief is tor be 
sought in the practéée' Uf ‘believers, "we may turn teal appro- 
priate specimen to C#iYstian Yéomaary Cavalry, and .Christian 
magistrates, "tafietiéned ‘by “the wat apbisbation, af Christian . 
ministers, m the name of our most” fs an Prince Regent.,;and 
Boally approved and ‘ratified “by” decisiv jorit) 


& “Christian majorities of 
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both houses of Parliament! ! The Prince has only ene alter 
native-r-let him dismiss his. imbecile She Or, wake up his 
miad to exhibit the British name.and character to the scorn and 
derision, of all the enlightened part of the éiyilized, world ia 
Alas, England! howrt thou fallen! From taking the lead in 
the pugsuit of truth, the foundation of all useful knowledge and 
accordipg to. the high authority | have quoted in my wot, the 
first and most important duty of mankind; behold her, this once 
regowned, England, in herdotage,. attempting to arrest the pro. 
ressof. the human miud, and. extinguish the light of 
eaven ! / | oe 
I request your acceptance of £5. and also avail myself of this 
opportunity, to enclose £5. in behalf of the victims of the law 
breakers at Manchester; wot doubting the willinguess of the 
atriotic Editor of this paper,* to forward each sum accordingly, 
Vith best wishes for the health, and future prosperity of yourseli 
and family, believe me your-sineere friend, : 


London, 
Ist December. 


T. 


aS 
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To the Editor of the Repuswican. 
ON THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, 


Pagers 





Witnout the Liberty of the Press, the public authority con 
neither be enlightened, or responsible ; and if this liberty bas, like 
all human things, any inconveniencies, it may be said that, like 
the lance of Achilles, it heals all the wounds it has caused. 

\ This diberty is: even more necessary in Monarchies than in 
Republics, because thereis always found round every throne, even 
those on.which the, best kings are seated, a crowd of courtiers, 
| preyents.the yoice of the upright from_penetrating.to the 
~ sit isandeed, the only channel, by which the latter. can 
niormed of the..public-opinion, which, sooner or later, causes 
*} wrible explosion, whenever, instead of manifesting itself bys 
oble and frank: opposition, it ferments in silent darkness.” In 
ome countries, attempts have been made to regulate the Press, 
ut 1f was found impossible to regulate without distroying it for, 
it is not more possible to punish thoughts before they are produced, 
‘ than actions before they ate committed. The operations of the 
tribunal alone can repress the abuse of both one and the other. 

In matters of -religion, no book which can be answered, ought 
~ bep uted ; nor can you find any honour in such presecutjon, 

np,moere thay you can shew charity iv obtaining it. A wiittister of 

truth begging the aid of worldly penalties, in’ a dispute about 


J 


~ 





Athen and this letter were received by the Editor of “ Wovler’s 
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‘ ee seen i. poor, ast¥ange, and-a scandalous figure. 
6 caly ¥ suit yorndly designs, and betrays, if not 
inva tie! ‘at ie da his” inability to deferid its’ ‘Te 
Sree ns vase iiig Sun just. eed answér falge’ réas6n2! 

rOlisli nd ditlebesBAy Abad cuiseis'y 
ofp Bd cansé easily defended, Christiinty; thouel fe: 


ean peat’ Agr severity, and violence; can never exeicisé, Wer: 


warrant any. rede! 
The Christian name never was more sbitéed: than ‘atihs prosti+ 
tated tojustify rigour and violence ; punishments for opinina,- 


might, indeed be of ece/esiastical, but it never could be "of 


Christian ongin. 
" “i JOHN S . SIDNEY. 
lanér “Teinple, : 
Noy. 2Ath, 1819. 2% ’ oy : ont 
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REPUBLICAN IDEAS. ro biro ot 
Translated from ihe French of De Vi oliaire. 


(Supposed to have been written by a Citizen of Geneva,) 
By Jotianw Ataustus Sr. Joun. 


-eteedeee — (Continued from a former Number. ), 

Byend yviradil ° ——e } 1 1A ATO 

| tad’. bre ( ; i : men is 
J 1% re XVI. >: 


af) 
Tueweslawee whith concern diateibutine justice, properly 
called’ jurisprudence, have every where been foand insufie 
t, Equitocal, uncertain ; because those in power, have. 
me is been more occupied with their” own particular 
st, than with that of the public. © In the twelvs great 

tri taal of France, there dre twelve different ‘species of 
isprudence. _ What i is true id Arragon, became , false in 
Cuanlles whatis just on the banks of the Danube, is .ui- 
just on: those-of. the Elba.’ The. Roman laws themselves, 
Wirithcare: daily’ invoked: in - alte: our rj taiomale,- Were /s0Me- 
ees: HE) E70 sows coat 





sfSiFO Si: 


380 he we ; i XVII. 


| a ta law is obscure, it is ‘necessary ‘that it should be 
er the et: body of ‘the. people, because all ate 
Sup to have been concerned in. its~ promtlgatiom; 
unless the people have delegated*that power to» a°certdin 
number of citizens chosen expressly for the purpose. 
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Sian phat pact of ‘theis...palice which molt 


to adie gathering af acorns. In those times, whey the 
academies of Europe were composed of: nothius but 
priesia, . ATE A ofzaciénee, r 
was, thought-proper.that nobody: buta priest shout schaos 


the professors of the --crences—it.was-the potive’ afiq), 
acorns: but at present, when the Jaws /are euhahtened, 


the civil power ought to. resume its right of arising 
chairs and professorships. : Sond 


as LP bs UIE SIEBy 


g Le oS : ined ’ ' > X. ae 


That ioe which perdiite a ‘citizen’ tobe ine oed 
without a previous information; and witheut even thé Yor. 
mality of law, would be barely tolerable in times of con. 
fusion w war; it would be unjust and_-tyranuical i vtime 


of wide prise, F 5 aA 49 ido 2B 
Xk P | 


shenaiatiante law,. which is niet in a re publie: that is 
peor and void of | the arts, becomes absarl, whear thé city 
has arrived at industry and_opulence. * deprives the artist 
of the proper: gain which this wealth would proce hin; 
it is'to prohibit those whochave made ‘fortunes; from their 
mitefaliright-of enjoying thent; itis" te extinawistt Min. 
ery: and at once tor turt: the riely eng the oye wet aa 

Fok. a : eo” § a). 4 
tesa > @ * Senger 
The laws should no more régulate the splendid habys of 
than tie rage OF the poor. * ~ Both bétiig* equally 
citizens, Ought t6 be equally’ free. “Letevery mat Paty dies, 
‘atid sleep) "ae well as hevcan.—-If vou profirbit ie AER ninn 
abe you rob the. poor —one,-who—nianteins 
on the produce. of..bis game, which -ersels 10 
the righ man. were AO permitted. mene 





ge esa ¢ there 
Shang ee a cfaee when Ttiptole a. 
ns.th use ofthe .plough,. thejatomg 
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hig house, ne of attiste ‘would be ruined. The ‘tich 
Gtiged, “Wd huditiafes His ‘poor nei zhhou ya ride, 
entiehes hit*by ttiat“same pride, much a thd Th 

ghim.* Poverty “should about for hci in 
order that it fliay ine day bé equally opulent. oo 


af he 


j 
‘ siaaeilld eecdsisee: RRL. aearin 3d esecteiete 
’ eabadien that should have commanded: Lutuld€ to 
, cotract-his expences, would in. effect’ have com*iritled 
e 


him to become richer, to the end that - a ‘anglit 
q — CM ; | = Lestat 
Y > epee! coger,” Stnog; Stas Ste 


to-? & @9 82: 


Sumptuary laws can be eres only to the lazy indi- 
man, who is proud and jealous, too iile to labour him- 


’ self, and tao: envious.to permit his more abs neighbour 
4 to epoy she iru, of, his labour in peace... 2 4 of soe 
|. im aw ‘ . XXIV. ; . } He gets 
e Ifa republic, formed in time of religious wars, chose to 


drive out of its territories those sects which disturb the 
public peace, it may perhaps be thought to act wisely, since 
x it-considers. itself-as surrounded by ~persous infected: with 
y the plague-which it wishes to ei out of “his Boniinions. 
But whea those times of confusion are over, wlier*toleration 
is become the reigning dogma of every honest mann Eurbpe, 
. is it nota ridiculous picce of barbarity, to demand ofvevery 
‘ mag who comes té-establish bimself and carry his*riches‘into 
the country, “ My goud Sir, of what religiowaré you “Gold 
walleye, talents and indust ty, are of no particular réligion. 


Xxv.. 


of ai ‘ioe t 0 

y “Asepublic worthy. of the name; Aacaktanadeete® 

, ! right, to. publish. his .opinions.. He. ought; tebe 
to write with 43 much freedom as he pean 4 faise 


ettiieisioddes po teen S48. 2 o 2240 3een) 2 . gulls 


OTe is perhaps o1 one of the least defensible ideas’ of Voltaire. 
Amita ¢an' vever be compensated by money fot the insults’ bf dver- 
| 3-8 wounded spirit can-never- be reconeiled- — 
pnde : nsults it; nor can the cottager, dissemb'e alk-he: can, be 
tent ine io want,. while he. witnesses. the luxury of-his 
ars.; and. Goldsmith was. very: just.. whens, he 
nang the greatest blessagsat.e Republican.cottager 
saw “ PM HIevsS S&S ebeunt 
-~ Ne contiguous palace rear its head, 
“To shame. the meanness of his humble shed. Epiror. 
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opinions propagated in writing ought to: be puwished in the 
game manner as absurdities in conversation, that is, by. being 
laughed at and despised. Such is. the law of England, a 
monarchical country, it is true, but where men are. free more 


than elsewhere, because they are more enlightened.* 
XXVI. 


Of all republics, the smallest would seem to be the most 
happy, when its jiberty is.insured by its situation, and when 
it is the. interest of all its neighbours to preserve that liberty, 
Motion, it wouldiseem, ought to be more: easy and umform 
in a small than:in a large machine, of which the springs are 
more complicated, and where,the mure violent triction inter- 
rupts lay of the machine. But as pride finds its way 
into the head of every man, the fury of commanding one’s 
equals is the predominate passion of the lhumat mind, as by 
having @ more intimate knowledge of each other, ambitious 
citizens only hate eacli other the more ; it sometimes happens 
that a small state undergors more revolutions than a large 


e. , wih 
“A Rs shes ah 1, o ae 
What. temed can we find for. this_ewl 2-—Reasen, . whi 
wil the end 
shall, 
will 





be heard, when the voice of the passions 
| tired with. its continued exertions. Then the two 
parties. will. recede. a_ little in their, pretensions: for fear af 
woree-—but time is necessary for all things, ., 
7 XXVIIL. , | 
In.a.small republic the people seems .to demand more 
ition than.in a large one, because it is much, easier.to 
= 4. ngraney people attend to reason. than forty thour 
sand. us, there would be much danger in attempting to 
govern Venice, which has so long sustained the attacks of the 
‘Ottoman‘empire; than Saint Marino, which never conquered 
any thing buta mill which it was soon obliged to’ give up. 





_* This was perhaps true in Voltaire’s day, but-things-have altered 
gince, cen _Eprron. 


aa (To be continued.) 
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